Away Vs Shooters Hill

In a week that saw numerous cancellations and a whole lot of confusion it is with great thanks to Shooters Hill Rugby club that I type this match report.

A brave squad of 13 traveled up the A2 for the last warm up game of the season, with a 14th applicant in the form of prop forward Steve Goodwin adding his name from spectator list to player list moments before the game, much to the displeasure of his missus.

It was a move that both sides welcomed and thus saw the game compete with contended scrums throughout.

With a side just 14 strong and a steep hill to play against, field captain Dave Tugwell imposed the same tactic we used last week that would ensure we had the hill and wind advantage in the second half to help any tired legs.

As it stands playing up the hill worked surprisingly to our advantage in the first half, with man of the match Chris Tomlin setting a trend to splinter the home side defence forcing the homeside to chase us up the hill.

Continued efforts saw regular breaks from Ali Moss and Dave Ruax applying training pitch moves to split what remained of the defence after Tomlin's destructive runs.

The pack being led by the experience of Tom McMulkin and Andy West was nothing short of superb in open play with regular pod attacks and the utilisation of repeated hammers and A Balls that left the homeside without much of a reply.

The scrum however was a more even battlefield, with a particularly experienced front row against us using the hill advantage the first half was never going to be easy for us with a man down behind us. Sterling efforts held off the larger pack which saw a few stolen balls and a couple of walk overs going our way, that is not to suggest that we were dominant as the Shooters hill pack certainly applied a great deal of pressure securing their ball well towards the end of the first half.

Unfortunately just before half time Chris Skinner playing 2nd row went down and off to hospital with a nasty knee injury that has rendered him out of action for three weeks. He had put an incredible performance and will certainly be one to watch out for over the coming season.

The second half did not quite see such a repeat of the first half, which was a little unexpected considering the hill advantage.

Down to 13 we had made a decision to play just 2 men per breakdown defensively and 3 offensively, we held a lot of possession which paid off towards the later stages of the game with Dave Ruax securing a number of tries consecutively.

The Maidstone scrum was absolutely ferocious in the 2nd half with the combined efforts of Paul Glover and Ben Lobos providing the power to overcome the larger pack against us.

The lineout throughout the game was particularly well executed with Glover proving unstoppable jumping in the first pod, the only issues being a few non straight balls by yours truly.

It must be mentioned that the score line is not what it could have been, for Jason Smith, (brother of Andy Smith famous for his 5 meter line swan dive) continued the familly legacy with his own swan dive of misery that saw him spill the ball over the line, in true Smith fashion the moment he picked happened to be whilst the entire club was watching.

Alan McCabe kicked a total of 6 out of 9 conversions leaving the score line at 57-0 to Maidstone.


A rather important note to add, this was Andy Cairn's last performance as team captain. On behalf of the entire 3rd team we thank you for your efforts and wish you all the best for the future.

Steve Quinn.
