Away Vs Canterbury 3's

With a serious number of injuries and unavailability at all levels of the club this weeks away game was difficult on more levels I ever thought possible with so many being called up and so few to come up. I can only say it was a relief that the Vet's game was called off and their players able to filter upwards for I fear that we would have been forced to cancel otherwise.

Canterbury away was always going to be one of the real tough games of the season and it was crucial that we assembled a full strength team which didn't quite come into fruition so rather than focus upon the negatives, I would rather focus upon what we did well. This game was perhaps not as one sided as the score would suggest. 

Canterbury had assembled a pretty handy side who were well rehearsed in offense and defense regularly gaining an overlap and regularly weathering the storm upfront. In particular their number 14 winger was an absolute demon across the pitch often seen carrying the ball making the yards and scoring multiple times.

It was a little unfortunate that our side consisted of 6 specialist wingers, however the performance they put in whilst playing out of position was commendable perhaps most notably with Dave Ruaux playing outside centre who not only lead the backs when required, but stood out of the crowd looking dangerous and denied just infront of their lines.

Regardless, it was great to see our two new wingers having such a game, Paul Parker and Scott Clarke both causing problems for the home side and both looking like great additions to the team. Perhaps most notable was Clarke's try saving tackle on the above mentioned No.14 who had eluded our defense so many times before.

Tom McMulkin again made a great impact to the side proving his worth at Fullback and making a great many yards on the ball and perhaps made some of the best tackles of the day, it was a shame that one of these tackles would end his own game early.

The scrum performance throughout the game was good, with both front rows being fairly equal and consistent in their performance neither cleanly winning each others put in but a few spoils to each team. It would seem that our aggressive technique made up for the experience Canterbury demonstrated. 

The lineout could have been worse for both teams but really should have been better, we failed to capitalise on our well positioned lines and an error on my part sent a long ball to the second pod whilst on the defensive.

Around the pitch Craig Tuffrey had a good, albeit short game at inside centre leaving the pitch with a badly cut nose, the combination of Tuggy and Hogarth in the half back position demonstrated a wealth of experience and talent that we desperately needed.

Nathan Fitzpatrick and Ryan Shardlow-Wrest both enjoyed a number of attacking runs off the back row with Wilky in support, West and myself also getting in on action of these moves with some quick hands to split the line infront of us in the second half.

The true stand out player was Ed Adams who worked tirelessly in defense and was always hitting tackles and really proving his worth as a crucial player for the 3rd team, a performance that gave him man of the match.

Canterbury 41, Maidstone 0

Quinny.

