It will always be a difficult week when I find myself on Saturday morning asking people at the bar if they would like to appear in our first game at home, something beyond my comprehension at this time of the season, at this level...Especially considering the overwhelming numbers that are willing to warm the bench for lower sides playing away in hope that they may or may not get some decent match time!!!

It was fortunate that of those people I asked I discovered that 17 year old Danny Mcleish was hungry for his first senior game of rugby and enjoyed a game intimidating his opposite number so much so that he was able to steal a few lose balls away from him in an uncontested scrum.

Also debuting in his first game of senior rugby was man of the match Daultagh Franklin who was quite simply, a dominant force all over the pitch.

We had the youngest and also the oldest player, the Veteran who simply refuses to play veterans rugby Steve Pooley who put a superb performance in when all other heads had sunk.

The back 3, the Smith brothers and Parker all enjoyed a good game and all looked particularly dangerous on the ball, working hard both offensively and defensively, they were all strong contenders for the man of the match title.

The combination of flyhalf Dom Baxter and Alan McCabe at 12 proved their worth letting not a single attack breach their channel.

Tom McMulkin was spectacular with his performance at scrum half, a position he rarely finds himself playing but one he may well find himself playing more.

Where the game was lost was in the tight-five, where there was insufficient cohesion in scrum or line-out and not enough commitment around the field.

 The introduction of Martin Mayhem made an immediate impact with a few scrums going our way, until forced to go uncontested owing to an injury to our hooker. 


For the second week in a row we found ourselves out-classed despite some great individual performances and chasing shadows. 
 
I can only hope that by the return game we can offer a better performance.
