Medway III 55,  Maidstone III 0

Saturday 14th Jan 2012

Earlier this season we welcomed Medway’s development side to the somme, which saw me apologising to thier coach and captain for such a performance on our behalf, a game that I have identified as our worst this season.

I am delighted to say, that although the score line was a similar defeat, we gave them a  full game of contested, competitive rugby which according to their captain has been a rare occurence of late, due to three forfeits in a row against them.

Unlike our last encounter our pack was not totally outclassed, the scrum performance was fairly even between the two sides with both packs securing most of their own put ins, with thanks to Cooper and Wilding in the 2nd row, we even drove the homeside back during this contest.

Jacques Vrey played a full game at tighthead and late comer Andy West stepped in to take over from an injured Olly Coomber.

It should be mentioned that West’s appearance to the game changed it entirely with the Maidstone pack able to hold off the shove to secure some decent ball, his open play was top class which begun a spell of Maidsone possession during the first half. 

In open play Medway held the majority of possession however and constantly tested our defence, there were some great tackles put in, perhaps most noticably from Chris Finch our No.8 for the day who left one such victim reeling on the ground.

The Smith brothers enjoyed half a game each both looking strong in possession and defence, Jason’s half however was cut short thanks to a high tackle, the result was a yellow card against Medway and some Maidstone pressure testing the homeside defense for the best part of ten minutes or so.

Alas, the pressure was not enough and Medway’s defense not only succeeded but saw their pacey full back sprinting the length of the pitch in the counter attack.

Debuting for the 3rd team this week was regular 5th teamer Den Tyson, called into the 3rds owing to some strong performances for the Barbarians,  and also Alex Bus and Fergus Carty  who together put a credible performance in the backs against some very talented oposition. Tyson demonstrated some good handling skills and defensive leadership, Bus showing his physicality with some powerful running and Carty being one of the standout players on the pitch.

One final mention is to our man of the match Daultagh Franklin, who once again proved to be the most dominant player in every aspect of the game.

Quinny

