Annual Memorial Match Maidstone Vets vs Maidstone Barbarians

Vets 13, Barbarians 10

The end of the year came with the loss of Dave Hughes from both our ranks and our lives. It was fitting that that the club remembered him with a minute silence ahead of the memorial game and the Vets did so on the pitch, he deserved nothing less.

The 5ths were clearly ready to mount a challenge this year, they were out warming up well before the Vets had their strapping on, and liniment rubbed in.

The first try however went to the Vets with some slick passing along the line to winger Honi Tucker, who with the try line calling, eluded the final tackle to score on the left. The resultant conversion provided a 7-0 lead. The 5th team weren’t about to lie down.

They were the next to score.

The start of the second half saw Adam “Monty Don” McKay catch the restart, only to go head on head with the first man that he same across, whilst still dazed, the bedside manner of a wee Irishman could be heard “ man up big boy”, it doesn’t pay to

get injured in the Vets, as Graham Bishop also found out some minutes later.

A couple of penalties meant 10-10 was the score coming into the last quarter of the match. No quarter was given by either side. Pressure by the Vets eventually resulted in a penalty being awarded to the Vets in front of the post, step up Mick “Jonny “ Walker.

With of the whole 5th team pack bearing down on him and from 40 yards (his words not mine), and with the sound of advantage over, ringing in his ears the drop goal sailed sweetly through the post. Never in doubt!. If you wish to hear a more

detailed account, please contact M Walker, Isle of Sheppey who will be available all year. This proved to be the decisive score as the match ended 13-10 to the Vets.

This was by far the strongest challenge mounted by the 5ths for a number of years, credit to them for their performance. However, this year was not the year for the Vets to consider defeat, and we dedicated this Win to our dear friend Dave Hughes.RIP

