Maidstone V Barbarians 27 - 12 Lordswood II
(Tries: Fox (2), Gillies (2), Hudson; Con: Ellesmere)

Maidstone V Barbarians recovered from a slow start, a 12 point
deficit, the weight of a 60 stone front row bearing down on them and a
pulled hamstring in the warm up to register a bonus point victory
against local rivals Lordswood at the Mote on Saturday.

Not for the first time this season the Stones started the game half
asleep as the huge Lordswood pack took the game to their hosts in the
opening exchanges. Struggling for any quality set-piece ball Maidstone
found themselves two tries down within 15 minutes of the kick off
thanks to the sheer bulk of the Lordswood forwards. Although the
advantage up front remained with visitors throughout the game, slowly
but surely the Barbarians got to grips with the situation particularly
in the loose where the likes of Steve Skipp and Colin Frost managed to
supply some ball for the backs to play with.

The first real attack of any note for the Stones led to their first
try almost from the re-start after the second try. The ball was not
fielded cleanly by the Lordswood forwards allowing winger 'German
Dave' Schaefer to pounce on it to make good ground down the right
wing. From there the ball was spread left and following sustained
pressure and a penalty the ball was worked to prop Will Fox who
powered over from close range.

This further galvanised the hosts and it wasn't long before they were
visiting that part of the pitch again. A miss pass from fly-half Matt
Ellesmere just outside his own 22 gave centre Moneim Hassan some space
to exploit before exchanging passes with winger 'English Dave' Baker,
and full-back Paul Hodges to bring the play within 5 yards of the
Lordswood try-line and put the visitors under pressure. This resulted
in a penalty where the ball found its way to Fox who again burst over
from close range for a converted try.

The Stones weren't finished yet. From the kick-off, a good catch and
carry from debutant Ben Hughes and the overall pace of the home team
compared to the visitors eventually set up good field position from
where the arch sniper, scrum-half Mike Gillies, darted around the side
of a ruck and touched down in the right hand corner. From staring at
the possibility of being overrun in the first 15 minutes Maidstone had
turned things around remarkably to lead at the break.

Lordswood, however, were far from finished. Helped by Stones' loanees,
back row Mike Oakley and centre Scott Andrews (and later in the half,
hooker Alex Craven) they piled the pressure on Maidstone's line with a
series of penalties and set pieces. Even when the Barbarians did break
they soon found themselves back deep in their own half when the move
broke down and a quick 22 drop out caught the Stones' out. Amazingly
and possibly drawing on the memories of the Hastings game a few weeks
ago the only time their try line was breached therein was via a knock
on which the referee was perfectly placed to call.

Augmented by the introduction of evergreen prop 'Paulie' Arthurs to
shore up the scrum, the Stones eventually did break out from the
barricades and effectively broke the unfortunate Lordswood team's
will. Firstly centre 'Irish Dave' Coffey, playing his first ever game
of rugby after honing his talents on a hurling field, went close to
scoring with the referee deeming a knock-on in the process of touching
down. Soon after, however, scrum half Mike Gilles snuffled his second
try of the game.

The visitors' misery was complete when substitute winger Jason Hudson,
enthusiastically encouraged by the injured Pete Bulford replete with
pint and fag in place of boots and gumshield, finished off some good
work by the backs by skinning his opposite man and the covering
defence for the final score of the game.
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