Match Report
Maidstone 27 v Medway 25
League: London 3(South East)

Home v Medway Saturday 01 October, 2011 Kick Off – 3.00pm

Saturday at The Mote saw the first competitive fixture between the county town club and Medway for just over a decade and in conditions more akin to cricket in July than rugby in October the match was a thrilling encounter, which could have gone either way.
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It was the visitors that started the brightest and it was ten minutes before the home team got into their stride and on their first visit to the Medway 22m capitalised on a solid scrum with Lee Thomson picking up from the base to breach the visitors defence and feed scrum half Nick Cullen to touch down to the left of the post, Dave Charlton added the extra 2-points.  A Medway penalty from Wadsworth on 15 minutes reduced the deficit, but the loss of Dave Charlton with a shoulder injury after 25 minutes interrupted the home side’s composure and from a loose kick Medway were able to counter attack with their fullback breaking several tackles to feed winger Catlin to cross to the right of the posts to give the visitors a 1 point advantage.
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It was in the period just before the interval that Maidstone inflicted most damage, with replacement Ross Fleming fielding a loose Medway kick and ghosting through several tackles to feed the back line on the counter attack.  Good movement of the ball through the hands saw hooker Sam Bailey on hand to touch down, this was followed moments later by another score with a strong run by winger Matt Iles down the right flank to touch down in the right corner and give the home side a 17-8 lead at the interval.
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Maidstone started the second half brightly despite conceding and early 3 points and spent long periods of the third quarter with territorial advantage and applying pressure on the visitor’s line, Medway defended staunchly and Ross Fleming was unlucky not to score in the corner.  The home side had opportunities to put the game out of Medway’s reach, but poor decision making and solid Medway defence saw scoring chances go begging.  As the match entered the third quarter Medway began to make inroads into the Maidstone half and a period of pressure saw Medway prop Cooley barrel over from close range in the left corner with Wadsworth adding the extras.  This was quickly followed by another score as from a set scrum on their own 22m Rhyneart was able to pierce the home defence and feed Ellis to touchdown under the posts; Wadsworth predictably added the extra points to give Medway a 17-25 lead going into the last ten minutes.
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The home side needed to show some character at this point and pressed the visitors relentlessly with Medway conceding a string of penalties, which following a warning from the referee led to Medway centre Clayton being sin binned for killing the ball.  Maidstone maintained the pressure and some quickly recycled ball released full back Ollie Rogers to cross fifteen meters to the left of the posts, Ollie Newton added the extras to reduce the deficit to a single point going into the closing minutes.  Almost from the restart Maidstone infringed and a penalty in front of the posts was uncharacteristically missed by the reliable Wadsworth.
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The home side were able to secure the ball from the 22m re-start and recycled the ball through several phases before Medway conceded a penalty in front of their posts, Ollie Newton made no mistake with the kick to put the home side back in front 27-25. With seconds left on the clock the home side almost threw the match away as they failed to secure the restart, Medway capitalised and good support play saw them move the ball wide on the left where Catlin was hauled down a metre short of the line, spilling the ball forward in the tackle.
This was a much better performance by the county town side as they began to put together some of the aspects of play that had looked good in pre season and where they showed plenty of character and determination to secure the win.

Team: Ollie Rogers, Jamie Owen, Matt Iles, Chris Catt, Ollie Newton, Dave Charlton (Ross Fleming 25’), Nick Cullen, Lee Thomson, Jack Lamb, Luke Day, Hayden Mitchell, Sean Evans (Andy Bacon 60’), Matt Plowman (Luke Debnam 60’), Sam Bailey, Jim Walker (c).
