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Crowborough 35 v Maidstone 0 
by Trevor Langley

League: London SE 3
Away at Crowborough, Saturday 17 December, 2011 Kick Off – 2.15pm

The 35-0 scoreline does scant justice to the intensity of this game and for sixty minutes, this outcome was difficult to call. But, by denying Maidstone any meaningful possession, Crowborough deserved their victory and Maidstone were a spent force by the end. Heroic defending is seldom enough to win games and so it proved in this case.
Mid-week concerns about the front row were eased by pushing veteran, Martin Maytum, into the loose head role and he gave his all for 65 minutes, before being replaced by Fin Davis. But he and the rest of the front row had a torrid afternoon as the Maidstone eight were consistently pushed off the ball and, seemingly, wheeled at will. This made it very difficult for No 8, Lee Thomson, to supply his usual ‘go forward’ off the base, stymieing one of Maidstone’s more effective attacking moves.
But despite these difficulties, Maidstone came away with much credit. By general agreement, this was the best performance from the Crowborough team this season, bouncing back from a poor showing the previous week. On a heavy pitch that showed increasing signs of wear as the afternoon progressed, they moved the ball swiftly and expertly among their three-quarters, showing a layered attack with both wings and full back offering variations, designed to bamboozle all but the best defences.

 The half-time score of 6-0 to the home side, reflecting two penalty chances on twenty and thirty minutes, in front of the posts, which fly half Barker was eager to accept, emphasised the tigerish defence that Maidstone employed. One last ditch tackle by full back Fedorcio, stepping up from the Mustangs for absentee, Olly Rogers, was straight out of the text book and denied Crowborough an almost certain try. But this was not the exception. There were tackling demons all along the three-quarter line as well as the back row, which was kept busy throughout.
The turning point of the first half came in time added on. Hayden Mitchell received the first yellow card of the afternoon for a professional foul and although Maidstone held out until the half-time whistle, extra effort was required by the remaining fourteen, draining more effort from tiring bodies.

From the restart, Maidstone showed their first coordinated set of attacks and spent time in the Crowborough 22. A yellow card for the Crowborough No 8, Botterman, for pulling down in the line out, evened the numbers but this couldn’t prevent the home side moving further ahead on thirteen minutes when from a scrum on Maidstone’s five metre line, after Crowborough were given a penalty, blind side flanker, Galbraith-Lowe, got the touchdown to extend their lead to eleven points.
The second half saw two further yellow cards, one for each side as first, Neil Graves was adjudged to have executed a high tackle and then Crowborough suffered a similar fate for a dangerous tackle. In the end these misdemeanours cancelled the other out but it was the effort required in defending their line that eventually did for Maidstone’s cause.

In the last quarter, Crowborough’s replacement full back, came into the line three times to finish off moves on 22, 27 and 48 minutes to take the game out of Maidstone’s reach. The final effort saw him take the ball in his own half, scything though the centre of the defence in an arcing run, to touch down under the posts, to rub salt into Maidstone’s wounds. Another push over try on forty minutes, this time with restored No 8, Botterman, providing the finish, completed the scoring and Maidstone’s anguish.

So the question posed last week, where are we on the recuperation cycle, has been answered. And, despite the bruising answer of this scoreline, it can be said that much progress has been made. A defensive effort like that mounted by Maidstone only comes from a team that has spirit and togetherness, vital underpinnings of any successful unit. 
In recent seasons, against sides like Crowborough, the relentless pressure has found cracks in the Maidstone psyche, providing openings for the opposition to drive through. But no longer: there is much talent to be exploited in this squad and setbacks against superior opposition can be considered merely steps in the development process. While the league is now out of sight, there are two cup competitions for the second half of the season to continue the learning process and build a winning team for the future.
Team
Steve Stoppani; Sam Bailey; Martin Maytum (Fin Davis 62 mins): Andy Bacon (Jack Lamb 58 mins); Hayden Mitchell: Dan Cummins; Ben Wilson; Lee Thomson: Sean Charlton; Sam Ellis: Jamie Owen; Neil Graves; Ollie Newton: Allie Moss (Luke Day 30 mins): Leo Fedorcio
