The Mustangs travelled up to Dartfordians for their first League game on the back of a successful pre-season but also a week of disruption resulting in nine changes to the originally selected starting line-up. To turn up and find that the referee hadn't done the same was somewhat frustrating, to say the least. Fortunately, the Dartfordians coach offered to referee and a match took place.

 

The Mustangs started in fine style with two tries in the first seven minutes. Hollingsworth got the ball rolling by making a blindside break that saw him outpace and sidestep three defenders in the first minute. Stockford then broke the defence off a well rehearsed and smart move that saw him run from halfway and, despite putting on four stone since his youth days, he managed to make the line. The third try after 11 minutes was more about combinations of experience and youth, with Charlton making a typical half break and then putting Eastwood away, who finished under the posts. The rest of the half saw the Mustangs miss out on other opportunities due to a mix of try line fever and ill discipline but a 19-0 half-time lead was fairly satisfactory.

 

Although the second-half saw another 19 points scored by the Mustangs, the conceding of a sloppy try emphasised that the team is still not delivering the levels of total concentration required and highlighted in the pre-match discussion. However, it was good to see the training ground five-man lineout move deliver a try after two minutes of the second-half, following tremendous work from Wilson who gave the supporting Day the opportunity to go over. Thurgood's storming run from the 22 added another and Hissy Hadi completed the scores with minutes to go.

 

All in all, not bad but not good either. Although Dartfordians were a young side, they competed for the whole match and, at times, their commitment outmatched the Mustangs. The Mustangs put a lot of pressure on the scrum for the Dartfordians feed but, credit to them, they didn't fold. While talking of youngsters, the Mustangs starting line up had nine players in it aged 23 and below, with two 17-year olds starting and a further two on the bench. The future therefore looks bright. Alongside the youngsters, the more experienced heads provided the balance required, with Charlton delivering the pivotal role required for the young outside backs and the Thurgood, Maddaford combination providing solidity alongside the more mobile youngsters in the pack. Stand out players were Wilson, who had another outstanding game and Charlton, who provided creativity and sound decision-making at inside-centre.

 

Finally a mention for 47-year old Richard Weston. A big thanks for agreeing to turn out for the Mustangs. Selected at hooker but ending up on the wing at regular intervals in the game?

