Maidstone II 24, Dover III 19

Maidstone entertained Dover 3rds, or as it turned out to be, Dover 2nds, for their first home league game. An early morning drop out had not helped the cause but the replacement, Jez Hipkins, went on to make a significant contribution.
 

The early play saw Dover pushing to play a wide game, using the pace of their outside backs. Maidstone, by contrast, looked a little lethargic to start with. It was no surprise when the Dover fly-half cut through and outpaced our defence to score a converted try after 12 minutes. This triggered Maidstone into a number of plays where their forwards carried ball effectively and controlled possession, creating an opportunity out wide which Ally Moss cleverly finished after 21 minutes. The superb conversion kick from Leo Fedorcio made it 7-7. Ally Moss was then denied another chance to score, after Sam Ellis had been stopped by a late tackle. The referee was very hot (literally) on any infringements in contact areas and from one penalty, Fedorcio made it 10-7 to Maidstone with another towering kick after 25 minutes. Unfortunately Dover hit straight back with another super individual try from their 17 year old fly-half after 28 minutes, to take a 2 point lead but three penalties in the last 10 minutes of the first half by Fedorcio put Maidstone into a 16-12 half-time lead. Just before half-time, Ian Lee had to leave the field but he returned to play the rest of the game despite a rib injury (and give his version of the little and large show).
 

The second-half was pretty well bossed by Maidstone, as the pack dominated the scrum area and also secured good lineout ball. An early try in the second-half by Hipkins via Hogarth, saw Hogarth go off with a hip injury. A penalty shortly afterwards saw Maidstone extend their lead to 24-12. Unfortunately, a number of rather unsavoury off the ball incidents then occured, which were down to the frustration of the opponents as Maidstone effectively suffocated Dover out of the game. Firstly, Chris Tomlin was rather unfortunate to be sin-binned after receiving a hefty one in the chops and the Dover player rather fortunate not be red carded. Sam Ellis also was rather unfortunate to suffer his second late tackle shortly after. It was a pity really, as Dover could play when they had the ball! This was shown with minutes to go when they broke away with an interception try, as Maidstone looked destined to score again at the other end. Maidstone held out in a tense last minute for a deserved win.
 

The whole squad deserve credit for what was a real challenge but Leo Fedorcio has to be picked out for his kicking display and his last line of defence tackle to stop Dover from scoring.
