The Vets bolstered by a few younger legs travelled to Dover to play a fixture to celebrate Graham Clark’s 50th Birthday (Dover). The Dover pack had a number of wise old heads which meant a well contested battle in the pack.
The Dover backs were by contrast a lot younger, an average age of about 20, compared to an average age closer to 50 in the Vets back line, so on the face of it a difficult day lay ahead, and so it turned out.
 

The opening try was taken by Pete Gray from a line out close to the Dover Line, a clean catch resulted in a well executed drive and score. The conversion ended somewhat wide of the post!!
The first half contest was an evenly matched affair, some good hard runs from the Dover forwards and some equally robust tackling from Maidstone saw the first half end 5-0 to Maidstone
 

The second half continued in the same vein, the next score came from a Maidstone penalty close to the Dover line, a scrum was taken resulting in Dan Taylor picking from the base to go over in the corner,
a Mick Walker conversion made it 12 – 0 to Maidstone.
 

Dover responded through their backs, the Maidstone line was broken and a score under the post was the result. The score remained unchanged until the last minute of the match.
After weathering a concerted onslaught of attacks close to the line, and after a monumental effort from a 15 man scramble defence, Dover managed their second score.
 

The conversion ended the game at 12 – 14 to the home team, not the result that we wanted. But a great contest none the less.
